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Tux. scene of this narrative is a small town in the south-western: part of 
which. we: will calb; Westininater: (i Inithik pretty: village is a 
home of enterteinmentifor stréngera, hotel, 
as 1b partakes largely of. the.character.of private residence with accom: 
modations fore limited numberof .guesta, and visitors: are aittzacted to! it 
by pharactetistics, Ai plariter named Marshall:was the pro: 
pricthr- ofthe: priéinises, Which are known as Harmony: Place:i 
At th pactionlar time.of; which: we write (September, the -house 
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“interested. - It was as if:a desired: opportunity:had: 
> ‘was not reluctant about replying when questioned as to his own views. It 


expressed a 
Mrc Brown/? sxid Fitesllen;:“what jartel:the 


pee to state that in organisation, discipline and places of 
Christianized.” 


worship, America is thoroughly 


‘said the lawyer, “and yet I belong to-no 


‘church at all—do not, t, endorse. 
“Why, how ie this? said Fiteallen, “I thought nearly overs body i this 
country must be orthodox to some extent, at least.” 


explanations of those who make religious tials calling: Those 


2 


came when the churchman; after bis determination to 
with the infidel, turned to the newcomer and said: 

“Id not. will be f OF d RE 
seu th » disposed :to assist. 
“Well, gentlemen,” Durant, ‘this! topie while I 
bpinions:‘are: unknown to you:all;:1 will) ifvageéeable to “you; 
endeavor: te ‘throw. sone light upon: the: subject) «Pani w-believet' in 
seligion, and lay-claim ‘to a testimony.of: the trath ‘of the gospel of Oliriat 
from aidivine source, ‘and: yet I:often find myself:oppoedd minintorss.”: 

“I cannot imagine why tliis should be the cane;” Fitealion\: “if! you 
sis you true belipver in Christ andihaveé, wituess of Him’. 

1a pow Will ine'to:ask's few! questions during your 
with MroBrowa, I:may:be able to take: a! general part the discussion; 
provided, however; that should:.we differ upon any ‘pine it willbe in 


“Certainly,” said the clergyman, “I am sure it will be a pleasurete me 


to: huve you join'in our conversation; and: Ido not: déubtthati Mri! Brown 


the other. gentiomen feel tame way.” bags a 


ard: many: However, sithidne of ‘the 
AI will refer then lit of 
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Bon; and ie 
o Father; 
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self declares that! He sind His Fathés“are one (olin 


the: Darant, “but'is it 
lieve ‘that meant that He'and His-Favher are united’ 
they are actually and thé sine id 
ssid when Fl declared "oat He and ‘His Father ‘wore 


have tor’ ‘vhove disci ples to ‘Tose’ 


Mr: Brows, “your view of 


ask,’ said-the predeher,*“did tay “He this 
Me, the Father’ eli ybod eldiguss 


image of His (Father’s) persion! 1+ 3) ‘thie’ Doing’ 
might well:(give theny ‘that whet’ they had seer 


had: setes ‘the other: When Jéens went Gut to pray; He 
if it be possible, let this cup, pass from me: 
but we: Thod wilt*)(Mats. 26: Now’. th 


separate the other two.” to-do this, 


heaven: and:saw: the glory of God, and that Jesus’ was statiding of 
right haad/of God:(Acts'7; 55): Would 40 nov'be for a 


tis coming of thé water, what: waa it 
in the-formof a:dovet? D(Mate's: iets vied 
Wente told: that ie wae the God”. oH, 


dow 


to stead ion! the right hand-of himself?’ farther pre 


‘até ‘dhe 


Be 


paid the reverend, “out Savior jurt what We 


iid, ‘Blot: 


ry 
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id them again I. wll dra j 
we are not expected to understend.;, and, 

to drop anc Mens, or oy AN 

Bie Say .: ‘foolish, .ideas?’. my. 


is lite eternal, that they might know:thee,the 

and Jesus Christ, whom thow hast sent’ 17:3). 

be_.our first. duty to find: put, che eharacter, being 

of God. You say we are not expected to understand these things ‘while 

the, Bible says: these. are. what, we ; nrust, understend if, .we..desire, eternal 

algo, saya.we,can understand the,things of man.by the:-spirit.of 
man, but. to comprehend 


the things. of God, must sbave;;the: Spirit 
ving God, aleo Jesus Christ. whom. ‘Kou Bay. God ; 
have ones, then His Father bad ong;.for havejust 
d by. the. words of express.image of His 
in the. midst,ef: His-disciples after 
$o,aatisfy, themselves .on this. point by:touching. Him ;:‘for,-says 
| hath oot and ah fo wee. 245: 29). 
ion He al galled, for something to eat,-and.' 
with this tangible body He ascended :into. 
what of He. With, mt” ‘aid 
ter; not into, matters. which .we/ are not, parmitted.to 
: Jisven, whi Jonger, for. I ‘have yet tore nay ini (fegard 40 
you call nonsense, although \if:it-be must! insist that it-is 
Bible nonsense. You, jis, spirit;, He has“no 
( ‘Wearealso told we. must worship Him in spitis..: Am Etoenderstand 
from that. we must, worship Him. without « belly -Have you: spirit? 
89 says, the: dteated: in, the image; of 
96,:27):, Then;God,has »-body, and, consequently, mnst have 
, Moses talked. 
(Ex, and. he also.aaw Hisiback/parta. He: 
Mises. th mouth. We arsiteld ini the ifth:chapter of 
He has.e hand:and arm. The (180: 
His b head, 


eyes fer, passions, wei mre 
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naturally come tothe éonelusion-that ydu: had: made the Bible a‘stady?: 
“I have as a Christian studied the record; in fact, at a very éaripiage 

in. sold: ibook, is! fownd-/in: ‘the fifth chapter of: the Gespel 
according to St. John, being the 39th verse, and rdads asfollows:::{Séarch — 
the scriptures; for id )them'yé think ye ‘baveeternal ‘life; enth thay. sre 
they which teatify: of: aio al gif 
proper} but: I «must again :warn you ‘against :planging: into 
mysteries wrhioh:we to . 
Reter: us that: ‘ao prophecy: of the scripture\is.of any: private 


Peter-1:: 20),iand these ate thé! things: which: we should 


seek for information upon for lack of information ly. the ministera upon 
these! poinis to the:cause of many persons being in Mr: 
Brown's frame of mind soc tana het) 
correct, perhaps it would-be better for:me to: 
bég. goun-pardon,”: Darant,:; “Kdid-not-mean td offend you; 
will: endeavor to: smorecareful during the rest ofthe conversation.” | 
“We -wilk diséussion 'at:another in- 
tended?remaining short time; having -an 
you will excuse me, I will wish you all good evening.” evad. 
so:paying churchman isi not:s-very ipleneanti mood) withdraw. 
“Well,” said Mr. Brown “things havéitaken‘a very peculies 
from you, Mr.' Dirant;:regarding: teligion than éver before in my life,iand 
that.if:my early: teachiag:on religious matters‘had been 
of: this eharacter, I> believe I.would: 
what fathiliar with the doctrines of different Christian societids; and:from — 
the way.you) express:youreelf, regarding the personality: of God, would — 
like: mith: tocheari your views! regarding other differences. Do you 
disagéeeiwith these ministers other OW 
am-afraid:the difference on many ds justas great 
as that concerning the parsdnality.of: if you really desire t6 go. 
with-mé én this:search after the kingdom of ‘Ged, and the others ‘are will 
ing; aséare you it will give me great pleasure.” poy doldy owe. 
_Unanimoys' approval: was expressed ‘at-oneey and Mr, Brown continued, 
sayingiiew ode base of oll estgiozib sist 
mover befdre:had aa great si desire im thieidirestion, and’ must confess 
thatimy curiosity: has’ beoome: quite ardusedl.”:’ Qual iow totdw 
“Then,” Durant; will tabe King : James’ ‘trantlation of ‘the 
Seriptures:as:thelaw book; and. ‘Seek: ye frst. the kingdom of God’ our 
texti;andif we shéuld discover: before we:have finished-that the teachings 
of: differ :greatly:froni the teachings’ of somewhet 
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acdount for the increase ‘of ‘and ‘as 
‘Well myself to ‘stop: and consitier. « Now, then; tothe la wanid“testi- 
Give'mé the chapter: and the verse, that I may know you*make 
« fs nt ads Hothouse ee svad 
o4The destor for the first time took: part, saying also becom- 
ing-véry much interested, and ‘think I shall join you with my: Bibles: Let 
ott Alb irighty of Jesus'Christ! from the-Bible, 
principle by principle. In order to have a clear understanding conéerning 
this; i¢ will: be meeetsary for us to'go:back tothe days'of our Father: Adam. 
Through the transgression of our first: parents; death ‘came! dpor the 
howanfamilyand mankind could not, of themselves, overcome the daméand 
ébtain: imniortality. To! substantiate: this, first, ‘second ‘and «third 
Genesis ; Romans, 6th chapterand 12th verse,and I Corinthians, 
18th ‘chapter and and 22nd: verses. ‘But inorder that theyshoald 
‘pot perish, God sent His Son Jesus Christ into the world to satisfy this | 
brokew law:and to deliver mankind from the power of death 16 ; 
Romans 5: 8; I John 4: 9). And‘asall:beoomesubject te death by Adam, 
do wilkall mén be resurrected froni death through the atonement of Clirist 
(I ‘and will stand ‘before the judgment 
God ‘tp answer for: theit own) sins, and-riot: for: Adam’s 'transifres- 
sion: (Acts 31; “Rev. 202 12-16; Mate:' 163: Am right as:far'as I 


anid the doctor, “I bave-been pare 


shave proved one of: the principles-of 
Christians incorrect, for they do not believe that the wicked will have the 
samé chance of-resurrection as the'righteous: Jesus Christ:did:not die for 
oun dadividnal sins; except:on: condition: that we conform. tothe’ plaxi: He 
has: marked: ‘out, which: will a remission of our |: Phe:enly 
Way:wed can )prove' that-we; love Him: is keeping: Ris commandments 
.15);: thérefore, if we say: we love God and Hia:command- 
ments, we ate liars:and ‘the truth is not in John 2i: 4.) «I>thiak I 
have proved to your satisfaction:that there is something defective:in their 
understanding of the attributes ‘of: God; think I can :prove'also that 
they do:not keep His conimandujenta, Cheist: his given-usite understand 
two things which you must:remember whileion thid seaveh:after the: ‘king- 
dom. df God.’: First) that: we must follow Hims.secondly; that when’ He 
_ left His disciples He was to send them the Coniforter that would:lead 
them intovall'truth; therefore: we must: follow :Christ and ‘accept-alli the 
principles which were taught ‘by ‘His disciples: owhile-in: ‘possession of the 
Holy Spirit, though it:shéuld:prove the wh tid :to be 

>of far your arguments are also 
mritj> and: as thérd is no 
byiwe ean be shived \(Acts 4: 12); you'may now lay before ug 
butopive ue chapter and:-verse, as ‘before; that -we may OU 
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and not the author of 


dootrines,, ways ortates: contusion, 

cofifusion, but of Gori » Paakhes snid,if 

another.goepel det; him be accursed -(Gal,.1 8,:9)..>-The 

(Bo; believe: thare ise God--(not the, kind. mentioned the:Enagliah 

prayer heck); the God ithat. erested. man: in, His, own .imagejand ite 


subdded ‘pronviess Were and! thie 
webs (Heb! at This faith tsar) 
ing? thie “wort? PP), whe lack: fateh? aad thd 
(Matt: Nox wonder;‘chen; that 

celestial’ pathwiiy leiding towards 


discover 
| principles: All- the reqhirenieite whieh He 
makes us tid’ pie! How nacural-thht 


ing’ ‘His ‘(Jobhy 8181) tact thie! onty 
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by: thinking: that we: can be: pie hot doers” 
“Bat,” said the lawyer, found in ‘the’ tenth’ chapeer of 
Romansy-which, in. my opinion, will ‘be difficult’ for you to explain‘ The 
passage referred to reads as follows: “If thou shalt’ confess with ‘thy 
thouth the’ Lord Jesus, and shalt’ believe in thine ‘heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.’ Now, then, it Jooks'ta me 
as if salvation is here promised 
it?” 

| “Very easily. Let ua thoroughly examine this passage in all its different 
phases. ;.In.the‘first place, this letter was written by, Paul to.individnals 
who were already members of the Church. They had rendered, obedience 
to the laws of salvation, and baying complied with, those,requiremente 
were entitled to. salvation, providing their testimony remained within them 
like a living spring; and in order that they:should not become lukewarm, 
Paul: exhorted. them to continue bearing..testimony. of...the divinity. of 
Christ,.and,not let their hearts lose sight of ‘the fact that God had. raised 
His Son from the dead, and inasmuch as‘they kept themselves, in. this. con- 
dition, salvation would be theirs. This is the only sensible view one can 
take of this. passage. Unquestionably Paul was speaking to. sincere, mem- 
bers of the ‘Church, who ‘had. been. initiated into me 

Christ, not.aliens living.1800 years after.” 
“That appears to be correct, but forther-on in the sasne chapter 
this:expression : . ‘For whosoever. shall,call ‘upon the name, of. the Lord 
phall. be.saved.’ It appears.to me here that reference is. not made, to those 
who had embraced the gospel and those who had the faith, but. salvation 
is made_general to shall call the. name of. the 

“Exactly, gives an | none 
can’ fail to understand it: ‘How, then, shall. they call on: Him ,in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in Him of. whom they 
have not heard, and how shall] they hear without.a preacher? ,,So,. then, 
faith cometh: by: hearing, and hearimg by. the. word of God.’ ; ‘In, other 
words, if there is faith, there have been, works, and having. true faith. no 
person, will remain in that condition without complying. with further 
works of salvation to. which that faith urges him.” .. HH tet 
“Tee,” said the silent but inverested “you 
are right.” Pont sk 

- “Now then, gentlemen,” said Durant, “] maintain as we stated, | that 
faith is the first principle of the gospel leading to salvation, but it wall 
not bring us to the summit of the ladder without the other principles,” 
| BM suppose we accept. this as the first round i in the ladder, where 

will we find the second?” __ 

second follows, just as ‘naturally: as the step follows’ ‘the 
first when a child learns to walk.. When faith in God is once created, ‘the 
Knowledge that we have at some time, perhaps many times during oc 
lives, done things displeasing:to Him, naturally follows immediately, , there- 
fore repentance makes its appearance as the princi the gospe 


When John came preaching in the wilderness as tlie forert 
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his massage to’ the people was, ‘Repent oF is 
at hand’: (Matt.'3: '2); When Jesus cameinto Galilee preaching thé gospel 
of the kingdom of God, it was with a message calling: to repentance 
(Mark: 1: When.He chose: His disciples; and began: sending ‘them 
forth, it: was: to: call mazikind' to repentance: (Mark 7-12). .When He 
upbtaided the cities wherein: the most: of His mighty works: were done, it 
was becatse: they irepented not (Matt.:11: 20). True repentance is that 
which: will cause. him: who ‘stole .to steal. no more; that which will keep 
corrupt commdnications: from our mouths; that which will cause us tose 
conduct our walk through as: not to grieve ithe Spirit of that 
which wil]. cause al), bitterness, wrath, anger, and evil speaking to; be: put 
away from us, and will make us kind one to. another,,tender-hearted, and - 
forgivir Oven as for Christ's sake has forgiven us. (Ephesians 4} 28- 


hag wit th that ly go rrow which worketh repentance to saly va- 
tion, ‘and not with the Se of the world, bringing ; with i it death (ir Cor, 
7: 10)., ‘When : ‘sinner ‘thus repents more joy is. found. in. heaven t thar 
over ninety | and nine just persons who need no repentance. (Luke | 15; 
This, then, is hex second round in the gospel. ladder according to the. plan 
given,t us by the Master, and without i it, faith 3 is of no substantial benefit.” 
our reasor ung ‘both logical and just,” said, Brown, “and no one can 
find any. | fault wit those, doctrines. . This ‘world of ours would certainly 
be 1 more, pies ant.if these teachings were followed, and when, 9 person is 
with Kind of faith, and | has traly repented, it that 
entitled to, salvation.” 
“*Bat stop ab ‘that,” ‘the speaker went on; “there are 
pringip les. as necessary for him to obey... If BS am in. 
enough fh to. convince me that I have. sinned | ageinst: you, and, 
knowledge of this causes me sincerely to repent, ‘I not end. cannot 
réest until Tam satisfied have your forgiveness. for. ‘thé wrong... Boi it is 
with sinning against, God aad His laws; He has marked out,the path of 
repentance, and it is our duty to follow that.divine way until we arrive. at 
the cred altar of forgiveness. Sin must be forgiven before : t can be 
wiped out, and God i in His wisdom selected and placed i in His church 
water baptism for this purpose. Tt is a means whereby : a man can receive 
remission 

do’ ou Téally believe that, baptism brinigs remission of aint” 
queried the lawyer.’ 

Certdiiily provided, faith snd sincere repentance go 
beforé it, and ‘the ordinarice ‘is’ administered in the proper ‘way by one 
endowed ‘with Givine authority; otherwise I believe ivis of no avail what. 
sa than ‘anyone 'else of whom I have ever heard” 

“Perhaps Ido: Every principle of. ‘the should be well and caré- 
fully’ protectéd; atid the failbre on the part of ‘nan to do this is the main 
cause of many different so-called plans of ‘salvation existing vs 
to-day; when there should one atid perfect” plat, ‘as ‘in 
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“Ip. does.seem strange that there should be so many,roada leading,. 
claimed, in.one direction. I declare, I never thought of that before.” . 
oo Well, we will try to cover all: those pointe before we ‘finish: ': hey 2 us 
‘ examine this principle. Let us see if the idea of water baptism appears 
rédsonable. The Lord has wisely and: kindly selected this form of: ordin- 
ance for the remision of sins. It was with this object in‘view that: John 
advocated the principle (Mark J: 4).: Peter promised it on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2: 38). ‘Saul -also'received ‘aid to arise and have his sins 
washed away (Acts 22:'16).. And so it was: — 
as means whereby God would remitsins.”) 

as" you have already'stated, there are various 10des of 
atnong different sects. ‘What is your’ bas mod 

“The only correct form is that explained in the ‘Bible. ‘Baptigm was 
performed anciently by immersion, in fact no other mode was thought of 
until centuries after the day of Christ, The word ‘baptize. is from a | 
Greek baptizo or bapto, meaning to plunge or immerse, and anc | 
writers as Polybius, Strabo, Dion Cassius, Mosheim, ‘Luther, divin 
Bossuet, ‘Schaaf, Baxter, J eremy Taylor, Robinson, and others, all’ ‘agree 
that with the ancients immersion, and no other form, was baptism. "The 
holy ‘récord itself explains the mode so plainly that even a faring 
man may understand. ‘John selected s a certain place on account of ere 
being much water there (John 3: 23). Christ Hi imself. was bay tized in in @ 
river, after which He < came up out of the water (Mark 1; 6-10). Both Philip 
_ and the’eunuch Went down into the water (Acts 8: 38, 39), and Paul liker 
baptism to the burial and regurrection of Christ, dying from ‘sin 
in ‘water, and a resurrection to a new life (Rom. 6: 3-5). “Jesus declares 
| that # man bust be born of the water as well as of the spirit (John 3 : 6). 
By being immersed we are born of the water, and: we cannot liken baptigm 
to a birth when performed i in any other way. “How. ‘mankind can ace Cc pt 
any other form, in the face of all these facts, is more than I can account 
for. “I'think enough has been eaid to show that I am correct ‘iin 
regarding the object and. mode of baptism, 80 how Tet us inguire who 


proper subjects.” 
“Why, all who have souls to save, I suppose,” the doctor, 
“Yes, providing they have obeyed the two principles already. mentioned; 
thas. is, faith and repentance; for Christ commanded His apostles tojteach 
before baptizing (Matthew 28: 19 and 20). The candidate, mustzbelieve | 
before he can be baptized (Mark 16; 16)... Before. Philip baptized , the 
of Samaria they believed the gospel. as. he: taught.it, (Acts 8; 
D: the eunuch asked for baptism at the-hands of this same disciple, 
Philip answered: ‘If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest’ 
(Acts 8: 87). All persons, then, who are, capable of understanding, are 
fit subjects for baptism, as soon as they believe and. have. repented... None 
are exempt, not even was Cornelius, who was so generous that. a report of 
bis, good deeds reached the throne of God... His: prayers.were so., mingled 
with faith that they brought down an angel from heaven;.yet through 
baptism alone was.it. possible that he could.gain membership in, the. fold 
of Christ (Acts 10). We see, then, that all except 


/ . 


subjects for this ordinance, provided, as stated, they hav faith, and ae 
truly:repented of their sins.” 

do you claim: that little children are exempt?” 
free from sin; are of necessity exempt.” 

do not seo how you make with hs. 
the Bible. . Did not Jesus say, ‘Suffer little children to come unto me’?” . 

“He did, but instead of administering the ordinance of baptism unto 
them, He took them in His arms and blessed them, declaring at the same 
time that they were pure and free from sin like unto those who are in the 
kingdom of Heaven. -A little child is free from sin, is pure in heart, in 
fact, is the great example of goodness which Christ points, out for.us to 
follow (Mark 10: 13-16). Baptism, then, is for people who.are old enough 
to embrace it. intelligently, not for children who cannot.understand its 
significance, and who already belong to the kingdom of Heaven.”, .__ 

“We ‘have now examined three of the fundamental. principles.of the 
gospel of salvation. There is one more that I ‘wish to touch upon, after 
which we will. diacuss'a subject that is of more. interest.to you, perhaps, 
than any of these... The principle which I now wish to speak of.is the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, which in olden times always followed obedience to the 
principles we discussed, and when once. received brought with 
some of. the: spiritual gifte. When the first sermon. was delivered after 
the. crucifixion. of Christ, at the time when the apostles were endowed . 
with power from on high, a multitude of people were. pricked in their — 
hearts, and asked Peter ‘and the rest of the apostles what they should do, 
Peter answered this all-important question; and so far ag authority to do 
80 was. concerned, we must admit that he, of all men at that peculiar time, 
was fully capable, for he was in possession of the keys of the kingdom of 
God, bestowed upon him by Christ. Himself. He was the senior apostle, 
and, with his brethren, had been endowed with power from.above....There- 
fore he, more than any minister of our day, occupied a piece, that enatiad 
him: to answer. correctly, and with authority.” 

“You are stating the case properly, but what did he tell them *” queried 
the man of law. 

38th verse. You will observe that as soon as he discovered that they had 
faith he taught: them repentance, then baptism for the remission.of: sins, 
and followed these doctrines with a promise of the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

“Yes, commencing at the verse mentioned it says:. ‘Then. Peter: said 
unto them, Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall. receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For.the promise is unto you, and to your chiJdren and. toc thes 
are afar off, even ag. many as the Lord our.God shalicall.” | 
.» SBut how were they to receive the Holy Ghost?” 

_ “By the-layingon.of hands. When Peter 
the purpose of bestowing this gift on those whom Philip had baptised, he 
did: it by the laying on of:hands (Acts 8: 17); and Paul did the same in the 
case of those who were baptized.at Ephesus (Acta 19: 2-6); and when.people 
received this birth of the Spirit (John 3; 5), they. also received the prom: 
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ised blessings ;: they were entitled to the signs which Christ promised would 
follow; for, said He, ‘These signs shall follow:them that believe; in my 
name’shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;: they 
dhall' take'ap' serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing .it shall not 
hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover’ (Mark 
16;° 17, 18).'' We have now discovered the conditions: faith, repentance, 
baptism forthe remission of sins, and the laying on of hands for the 
recéption of the Holy meres with the of wagers 
shalt follow.”: 

tmust my friend, that the were siden 
establish the church in the days of the bus now 
péneéd ‘with and no longer needed.” 
the law and to the testimony,’” replied Devens)? “and me 
chapter ahd verse to substantiate the assertion you have just: made.” : 

“If you will read the 13th chapter of the 1st Corinthians, ‘you will lai 
that ‘whether there be prophecies they st shall tail, and whether aged ‘be | 
tongues they slalicease’” 

you will take pains to read the two verses: you will s 
that ‘we ‘know in part, and we prophesy in part. But.when ‘that which 
is perfect is ‘come, then that which is in part shall bedone away.': My 
friend; instead of this quotation proving that these things are‘done away; 
it’ establishes the assertion that they shall remain until perfection shall 
one. Surely no reasonable man will say that we have come to perfection.” 
have understood that these gifts were no longer nesded: This: 
tainly is ‘thé conclusion that the ministers of the day have'come 

this is not surprising ‘to me, for this good old Bible 
the ‘time ‘will come ‘when the will ‘tarn from’ 
fables” (IE Tim. 4:4). | 

wust admit that’you have me: beptisn i 
anid ‘when ‘Tam baptized, the ordinance will be the 
thasnér,” ‘said the doctor. 

“I am pleased to learn that, but i may dvs enother surprise tor yon 
yeti ‘May I ask, who do you intend shall baptize you?” 

“My minister, I suppose; why?” 

* “Tf the worde'of the Bible be true, there may be a doubt as to whether 
nee ‘minister is authorized to baptize you.” 

you mean that these men, ministers of the have no 
to officiate ‘iv that ordinance! I wonder what: you 
but proceed; for I am now prepared for surprises.” 

my dear sir, I only wish to refer 
the Bible which are necessary to be understood by you in order that you 
may Obtain eternal -life. «Thus far we have only examined ‘the first’ prin- 
ciples of the gospel, but now we wil) speak of the officers whom ‘Christ 
placed in His Church, and learn by what means men receive authority to 
act inthe name of God: Paul tells us that God has placed ‘first apostles, 
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that gifts of healing;’ ete. 
28); and says the work is built upon the foundation of apostles 
(Eph: 90). He furthermore declares that these officers have been placed 
inthe Uhuech: for the work ‘of: thé | 
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come to'a knowledge of the truth (Eph. 4: 11-13). Have all mankind 

come to a knowledge of the truth? If not, why has the Church dispensed 
with the officers that God placed in it for the purpose of bringing all to'a 
unity of the faith? Paul tells us that these officers were placed:in the Church | 
to keep us from being tossed to and fro and carried about by every’ wind 
of doctrine which is taught by man (Eph. 4: 12-14). At the present tine, 
when men declare that they have no need of aposties:or prophets, they 
are divided, and subdivided, and in fact carried ‘about by every doctrine 
that is promulgated—as Paul saw that they would’ be, if inspired apostles 
and prophets were’not: found to lead them. In losing these officers, the 
Church lost her authority, together with all her gifts and ‘graces, dnd the 
so-called Christian churches to-day are disrobed of her beaatifal- gar 
ments; and even those who pretend to defend: her-are erying out that het 
gifts, graces: and ordinances are useless in this age of ‘the world. ‘Did 
Christ: establish the traeorder or did He not? We say He did and would 
ask, has any man a right to change it? And if any man or even‘ an angél 
from heaven should alter it in the least, will he not come under the eon’ 
demnation that Paul uttered when he said: ‘Though we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that’ which we havé 
preached unto: you, let:him be accursed”? (Gal. Christ’ placed 
these officers and the ordinances in the Church for 'the perfecting: of! ‘thie 
Saints; and'any one teaching contrary to this is a perverter of the 
and ‘en ‘adti-Christ'in the fall meaning of the word: differed 
between the! true Church ‘of Christ: on the one hand, and:theGCatholie 
Church, with all her posterity composing the whole proféatant<world on 
the other hand, amounts to this: One has apostles; prophets, ‘etd. whis 
lead the Church by inspiration or by divine revelation, while the’ others 
have learned men to preach learned men’s opinions; have colleges instead 
of the Holy Ghost to teach divinity ; of preaching’ the: géepel with: 
out hire, their: ministers:must have large salaries each ‘year, and they are 
not certain of the doctrines which they teach,’ when’ they should‘ te if 
possession of the gift of knowledge, prophecy and revelation. Now then, 
in what church do.we find apostles:'and prophets?” 

The doctor replied; “There are none; beat you must’ remember” 
must bea me they hear (Bom: 
103.14.) 

sent!” ‘This same apostle says that no man is to take’ ‘the ‘honor unto 
himself; but he that is‘called of God as was Aaron (Heb. 4).. Aaron 
was called: by revelation (Ex. 4: 14-17), hence we see’ that ‘no man is ta 
preach the gospel except he be called by revelation from God, 'As I said 
instead of men: being called by revelation—as the’ Bible’ declares’ they 
should: be—in our day they argue that God has ‘not revealed Himself for 
almost eighteen -handred years. Go and ask your minister if ‘he has been 
called. by revelation,:and he will tell you that such manifestations are'not 
needed: now, which ‘assertion { ‘think will prove ‘to you that he‘has ‘nd 
authority’ to baptize:forthe remission of sins.” 
Bavdid into all theworld and proach tie 
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‘His apostles authority.to preach, did that give all men who feel disposed to 

‘take. the honor unto themselves, the authority? He gave His apostles to 
understand that they had not chosen Him, but He had chosen them (John 
15: 16); butin.this day men reverse the condition. Then again, Hesent His 
servants into'the world to preach His gospel without purse or serip (Luke 
10;'4)...Paul says/his reward is this: ‘That when I preach: the gospel: I 
may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power 
in: the gospel’ (I Cor. 9: 18). . Now, go and ask your pannel _— 

. “Then what bas become of the gospel?” said the lawyer. - 

(“Paul says.the coming of Jesus Christ will not 
ine. feat’ Thess: and.that ‘in.the:last petiides times 
shall come’ (LI Tim. 3: 1). People ‘will not endure sound doctrine,’ but will 

basp to themselves teachers having itching ears, and shall turn from the 
truth to. fables. (II Tim. 4: 3, 4), and will have a form of: godliness, but 
will deny the power thereof’ (II Tim. 3: 5). Peter also says: these false 
teachers will make merchandise of the souls of. men (II Peter 2: ::1-8). 
They are.doing so by demanding a salary for preparing sermons to tickle 
the peoples’ itching ears. Micah(3: 11,) says, ‘their heads judge for reward, 
their priests teach for hire, and their prophets divine for money, yet will they 
_lean:upon the Lord and say, Is not the Lord among us?’ Now, my friends, 
do not the different sects of the day present us witha literal fulfillment of 
all. these, sayings?. Have they not transgressed the laws, changed the 
ordinance. and. broken the everlasting covenant? (Isaiah 24: 5)... John 
Wesley in hia 94th sermon, referring to the condition of the Church after 
. it had departed from the right way and lost the gifts, says: ‘The real 
cause why the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were-no longer to-be 
found in. the.Christian Church was because the Christians were 
heathen again and had only.a dead form | ? 

out any: hope,” said Mr. Marshall, 

“No, He has not; but. this falling away is the ot 
saking God, by changing His gospel and departing from ite teachings, as 
I have, already shown. . But He has promised, through His servants, that 
there wonld be a dispensation when He would gather together all things — 
in Christ (Eph. 1: 10), and would restore all things which He has spoken 
by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began (Acta 3: 20, 
21). , This dispensation was called the dispensation of the fullness of times 
(Eph.. 1:10). Daniel, who received. by revelation, the interpretation: of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, saw what would take place in the latter times, 
when the God of Heaven would set up a kingdom (Dan. 2: 44). John, the 
revelator, while.on the desolate island Patmos (some ninety. years.after 

Christ), saw how this gospel would be restored—namely, that an ange] 
would. bring it from heaven (Rev. 14: 6); and \Christ says. it. ‘shall. be 
preached in:all the world as a witness unto all nations; and then shall the 
(Matt..24: 14). As God is. always. the same, and has: but one 
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it be-also in the days of: the coming of the Son of Man’ (Matti 24: 37; Luke 

: 26,27). Noah was sent by the Lord to foretell the coming of' the fload, 
but thé people rejected his testimony; in fact, whenever God has revealed 
His mind-and :will:to man in days gone by, the world; instead ‘of receiving 
the same, has rejected the message and said all. manner of evil concerning 
the prophets, and in-many instances has killed them, as was the case with 
Christ Himself. Now then, my friends, we are living in the dispensation 
of the fullness: of: times; when God: gathering together’ all things in 
Christ. An angel'has come from the heavens and brought the everlasting 
gospel, and on the 6th day: of April, 1830, God—through revelation to man 
—organized the:Chureh:of Jesus: Christ, in: the exact pattern of the true 
Chureh:as it existed in the days of:Christ, with apostles and’ prophets; and 
since that day the servants of God have been traveling through the‘ world 
preaching the same,:as a:witness that the end will soon ‘come. They cali 
upon mankind to-exercise faith:in God our eternal Father, and in‘ His Son 
Jesus Christ}: also to:repent‘of and ‘turn from their sins,-and ‘be baptized 
by one whe has been called of God: by revelation, and receive the laying:-on 
of hands for the bestowal of the Holy Ghost: As ‘servants of God’ they 
then promise that theconvert shall know of the doctrine; whether it be of 
God or man (Jobn 7: 17); and furthermore, that‘ the signs which: followed 
the believers in the days of the ancient apostles will follow the believer at 
the present time, for the same cause will always produce the same effect. 
My a servant of God, I call BRD 7o8 to.obey these. principles 
and you shall have the promised blessings, I am an Elder:in ‘the Church 
of Jesus Christ of. Latter-day Saints. My. home i isin Salt Lake City, Utah.” 

The listeners were very. much surprised, but, those who. read the quote- 
tions from the Bible, were not slow to inform Mr. Durant that the good 
book substantiated his argument. Thanking him for the patient explan- 
ation of his belie each obtained his card containing the articles of faith of 
his and | each other good night, all retired. 
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W. McCune of che Norwich 


air meeting at. Littleport, Cambridgeshire, a minister came into the ring 
and told the people that these Mormons were preaching false doctrine, 
and said if they would meet him there four weeks from that. day he would 
prove from the “word.of God”..that baptism was not essential to salva- 
Ford.and myself to, meet with them, 

Last Sunday, (August lst,) was the appointed all 
on hand. There were over 1,1 allowed our 
In 
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